Azathioprine-induced in vitro inhibition of prostaglandin E2 production by rabbit retina.
Although much work exists concerning the clinical and immunosuppressive effects of azathioprine, little is known of the mechanism of action of this drug. The present study reports that azathioprine at the concentrations of 0.1 and 0.05 micrograms/ml causes a significant suppression of in vitro prostaglandin E2 production by rabbit retinas. However, at concentrations below (0.01 microgram/ml) or above (1,10 micrograms/ml) azathioprine was not inhibitory effect. These results suggest a dose-dependent inhibitory effect of azathioprine on prostaglandin E2 production.